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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than  
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at  
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o 
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de 
Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. 

 

             Ready to Protect, 
         Proud to Serve 

 

Contact:  Maria Hawke Date:  03/31/2012 
Sergeant / Public Information Office TDD: 791-2639 
520-791-4852 
On-call PIO:  tucsonpdpio@gmail.com  
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police 
  
 

FATAL ROLLOVER COLLISION 
WEST STARR PASS AND SOUTH LA CHOLLA ROAD 

 
On the early morning of March 31, 2012, at approximately 1:36 a.m., the Tucson Police Department was advised of a 
motor vehicle collision that occurred in the area of West Starr Pass and South La Cholla Road.  The collision involved a 
single-vehicle, which had rolled over.  Officers from Operations Division South responded to the area.  Upon their 
arrival, they discovered that five individuals had been in the vehicle involved in the collision.  All five were injured 
during the course of the accident.  Tucson Fire Department emergency medical personnel responded to the scene as well.  
Four of the vehicle occupants were transported to a local hospital with injuries ranging from minor to very serious.  The 
other occupant succumbed to his injuries while at the collision scene and was pronounced deceased.  He has been 
identified as 16-year old Tucson resident, Gabriel Casillas.  Next of kin have been notified.   
 
Detectives from the Traffic Investigations Unit responded to further the investigation.  They examined and collected 
roadway evidence. In addition, the detectives interviewed witnesses at the scene.  They learned that the five had been 
traveling westbound on West Starr Pass in a Black 2003 4-door Volkswagon Jetta.  The driver of the vehicle lost 
control of it just east of the intersection with South La Cholla Road.  The vehicle left the roadway on the southern curb 
line and rolled before coming to a stop after striking a retaining wall that runs parallel to the roadway.  Mr. Casillas was 
believed to be a passenger in the vehicle.  It has not yet been determined which of the other individuals was the driver. 
Not all of the occupants have been identified as of yet, but it appears that they were all in their mid to late teens.  The 
occupants included Mr. Casillas, two additional Hispanic males, and two Hispanic females. Two of the other passengers 
remain in serious condition at the hospital.  Initial indications are that speed was a factor in the collision.  However, it is 
not yet known if alcohol or drugs were factors as well.   
 
Fatalities year to date: 
 
For 2011 -  10               For 2012 – 11 
 3 Pedestrian    2  Pedestrian 

0 Bicycle    0 Bicycle 
2 Motorcycle    3  Motorcycle 

 


